[Headache and impaired consciousness due to the spontaneous intracranial hypotension syndrome].
A 51-year-old man presented with a 6-week history of progressive headache, confusion and ataxic gate. The symptoms were not preceded by trauma or lumbar puncture. A CT-scan of the brain revealed bilateral subdural fluid accumulation and hyperdensities in the subarachnoid space. In view of the signs of a subarachnoid haemorrhage, angiography was performed but showed no indications of an aneurysm. An MRI-scan of the head revealed abnormalities in line with intracranial hypotension. CT-myelography of the whole spine revealed a cerebrospinal fluid leak at the level of the fifth and sixth thoracic vertebrae. The patient recovered completely after placement of an epidural blood patch at this level. Spontaneous intracranial hypotension shows clinical similarities with the symptoms following a lumbar puncture. In most cases it can be treated by conservative measures. However, invasive measures are sometimes necessary to close the defect in the meninges.